had been made explicitly aware of this. Albert Brydges Farn (1841 Farn ( -1921 , a British entomologist, wrote to Darwin on the 18th November 1878 to discuss his observation of colour variations in the Annulet moth (then Gnophos obscurata, now Charissa obscurata). In his letter, Farn [6] mentions the existence of different colour morphs, describing how each is matched to the habitats in which they are found (dark morphs on peat, white morphs on chalk cliffs) and refers explicitly to this variability as pointing to ' [1] introduced the world to the most fundamental concept in biological sciences -evolution. However, in the 150 years following publication of his seminal work, much has been made of the fact that Darwin was missing at least one crucial link in his chain of evidence -he had no evidence for contemporary evolution through natural selection. Indeed, as one commentator noted on the centenary of the publication of Origin, "Had [2] .
Darwin observed industrial melanism he would have seen evolution occurring not in thousands of years but in thousands of days -well within his lifetime. He would have witnessed the consummation and confirmation of his life's work"
The case of industrial melanism of the peppered moth (Biston betularia) is, despite some recent controversies [3] , often regarded as the clearest example of natural selection in action [2] . In this case, natural selection presumably acted to increase the frequency of darker (melanic) moths because they were less easily preyed upon in habitats where substrates have become darker because of industrial pollution. While evidence of increasing frequency of melanic forms in the Lepidoptera was available during Darwin's lifetimethe first observations were made in 1848 [4] -current understanding is that it was not until 1896, 14 years after Darwin's death, that Tutt [5] explicitly linked melanism with natural selection [3] . Thus, industrial melanism has been seen as a postDarwin confirmation of contemporary evolution, while Darwin's work is viewed as the solving of a historical puzzle without contemporaneous evidence.
A recent examination of Darwin's correspondence indicates that melanism in the Lepidoptera had been linked to natural selection prior to Tutt. Moreover, Darwin himself of the theory of industrial melanism, much as we understand it today. Unfortunately it appears that Darwin did not realise the potential significance of this information. There certainly is no evidence that he replied to Farn. However, while Tutt is well credited for his work on industrial melanism in the Lepidoptera, credit too should be given to Farn. Not only does Farn's work provide evidence to support the selective advantage of melanism, but the phenomenon he describes also appears to be the first documented record of contemporary evolution, which until now has been overlooked. 
